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Academic Responsibilities:  As the first quarter nears its end, students are reminded to use the tools that have been provided (to them) to promote academic success.  Most importantly, are their planners.  Students who maintain their planners, recording nightly assignments and longer-term projects, realize success!  

       Each of the homeroom teachers maintain their assignment boards, reminding students to update their planners throughout the day.  Additionally, homeroom teachers check and sign planners.  Parents are asked to do the same.

       As teachers focus on preparing students for the increased independence of the Middle School/High School, it is paramount that students take a proactive role in accepting responsibility for their academic success!
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Re-DO:  Students have been reminded, numerous times, that if they are unhappy with the results of their efforts on worksheets, they can redo and resubmit.  Teachers will calculate the two grades (initial and corrected), and the higher grade will replace their first try.  In several cases, teachers have requested that students take advantage of this opportunity.  Reviewing graded work, and correcting errors is a valuable learning experience.
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Mark Your Calendar:
	10/24

	Bennett PTA Meeting (6:30 p.m.)

	10/25

	Bennett Zombie Prom

	10/31
	Happy Halloween – There will be NO AFTER SCHOOL Programs

	11/03
	Daylight Savings Time Ends (sleep in!)

	11/04
	Bennett Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences – 4:30 – 7:30

	11/05
	NO SCHOOL – Daytime Parent/Teacher Conferences – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

	11/07
	Early Evacuation Drill (Dismissal, 15 minutes early) There will be NO AFTER SCHOOL Programs

	11/08
	1st Quarter Ends

	11/11


	NO SCHOOL – Veteran’s Day

	11/14


	1st Quarter Report Cards issued


    In Math, “We are working on combining like terms and equivalent expressions,” reports Mr. LaMonda.  Students are progressing well, as well as making multiple connections that tie into order of operations.  We are also working on dividing decimals by decimals.  This will be incorporated back into order of operations, along with word problems.  In Math Lab, we are going to be launching work in our Chromebooks with the First in Math program.  This should be a fun adventure!
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     In Science, Mr. Downs is excited to see students explore coding as they enter their “last leg” of the robotics unit.  Students are now working hard to build a robot that can be used in a VEX IQ Squared Away competition.  This entails negotiating obstacles on a 4 x 8 foot table, while trying to successfully complete the challenge.  Students are finding this part challenging, as many are coming up with a unique design for the robot.  “We will begin having trial runs within the next week,” Mr. Downs added.  “Students interested in continuing robotics will have an opportunity to do so during the after-school Robotics Club.”  In class, students will be presented with several coding challenges as they begin that portion of the unit;  creating a program that will allow the robot to successfully complete different tasks, which autonomously presents a new level of fun!
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In Social Studies, we are beginning to explore the earliest of prehistoric recordings – from human migration to the rise of ancient civilizations.  Examining artifacts such as early tools and cave paintings has inspired some interesting conversations and hypotheses about early humans.  Right now, we are talking about the technology used by early humans in order to survive.  Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras are leading our instruction into one of the greatest eras of early civilizations – agriculture.  
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       In Writing, considerable time has been spent working with the basics of writing; using transition words and phrases, higher level vocabulary and sensory details to add depth and description, and crafting more complex sentences.  “Although these are concepts students know they should be using, knowing why and having purpose to the concepts are keys to advancing writing skills,” shares Ms. Bruck.  “After a concept is reviewed, we then focus on including that concept in our next writing piece.”   
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     Students’ journals are starting to fill up with writing sketches, and will soon be assessed, using the notebook checklist.  Students get a chance to assess their own work to note progress, then compare it to the final assessment.  “Our minimum writing amount is a page and a half, Ms. Bruck adds.  “Students should be editing and revising their work.”  All of these basic writing skills with now be expectations to be included in with our focused writing for all upcoming units.  Coming up: narrative writing! 
    In Reading, we are focusing on characters.  Students are deep into their study of characters – by focusing on what a character says, does and thinks; or how a character acts, reacts, and interacts, we are also developing a deeper understanding of the author’s message.  Readers should be asking themselves, “What is the author trying to teach me?  What is his/her message to me, the reader?” 
       Expectations have not changed – students should be using their calendar/log to pre-plan every book – setting attainable goals that help them build stamina, while improving their reading skills.  As the quarter comes to an end, students should start increasing their pages-per-night.  The most successful way to do this is in small increments – if they jump from 25 to 40 pages per night, they’re surely setting themselves up for failure.  However, if 40 pages per night is their ultimate goal, readers should gradually increase their pages over a period of time.  

        Readers should also be reflecting, in writing, every time they read, with an entry that is at least a full page in length.  If their calendar/log indicates that they’ve read 24 nights, there should be 24 entries in their notebooks – with clear headings (date and title, and possibly, page numbers) that indicate about which text they are reflecting.  In addition to at-home reading, students are often given time to read in class.  We also do several “read alouds” – grade level novels (right now, it’s The Losers Club), short stories, and video clips – all about which students should be writing.        
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