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On February 21st, the annual Science Fair was, once again, a great success!  This PTA-sponsored event offered students the opportunity to reach for the sky!  Students were invited to pick their own idea, topic, model and type of project – the results were a diverse mix of authentic inquiry.  Students’ projects reflected both their personal interests and their investments of time, to create really thoughtful and scientific-based presentations.  The daytime fair, visited by fellow Bennett students, teachers and staff, yielded high energy and enthusiasm – the evening event, visited by family and friends of exhibitors, was just as exciting!  Congratulations to all of those who participated.
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FIELD TRIP NOTICE:  On Thursday, March 27th, students who were unable to visit the Albany Museums in January (due to inclement weather), will be heading to Albany!
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In Math, students are using double-sided number lines to solve ratio and rate questions.  Students will learn to comparison shop, calculating each item’s unit cost.  Feel free to point this out to your children when you are out at the grocery store.  Our double-sided number lines will be used as powerful tools with upcoming word problems.  
In Reading class, students are exploring non-fiction through inquiry projects.  Students had the opportunity to choose (from a selected list) a topic of personal interest to study.  A collection of articles was distributed to each student.  Throughout the unit, students read, annotated, and reflected on the information.  The questions that these articles generated were the foundation by which students were able to discuss, consider, and further research their topics.  Topic groups will facilitate round table discussions, with classmates, as a culminating activity.
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After all of the early dismissals, delays and such, we have finally come to the end of our narrative writing unit.  Students all chose a written narrative of which they were most proud, to work in a variety of centers, aimed at revising their pieces to publish.  Next, we will be working on information responses and research writing.  In the next few weeks, we’ll be looking at all of the characteristics of non-fiction writing, as well as lending a critical eye when researching topics.  Another goal will beapplying our information writing skills to improve written responses in other areas, such as science and social studies.
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In Social Studies, we are exploring the Indus River Valley.  Presently, we are studying the geography and citing comparisons between this valley region and those previously studied – realizing the common geographical attributes that promoted cultural growth. 
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In Science, we are just wrapping up our study of Earth sciences with a closer look at weather. This time of the year offers a unique opportunity to look at the forces and conditions that drive the daily changes in weather.  Some of the more challenging concepts will be connecting air pressure to fronts and wind, as well as parsing the difference between various types of clouds and what they mean from a weather prediction standpoint.
Yearbook Orders:  The price of the 2018-2019 yearbook is now $20.00.  The final deadline date for ordering a yearbook is April 5, 2019.  Payment can be made in the form of cash or check (payable to Bennett ECA).  
Thursday, May 30th – Save the Date:  On Thursday, May 30th we will all be heading to the Berkshires for our next field trip (we’re hoping the date is our assurance of good weather).  We will be visiting two fabulous museums – the Berkshire Museum and Hancock Shaker Village.  Look for details in upcoming newsletters.  Please note that this trip will require early drop off/late pick up.
Mark Your Calendar:

	03/15
	No School – Superintendent’s Conference Day

	03/22
	Greater Sense of Self Day at Bennett

	03/27
	Albany Field Trip for students in homerooms 6B, 6D, and 6KL

	04/02-04/03
	NYS ELA Assessment (Grades 3 – 8)

	04/05
	Third Quarter ENDS



Social Skills:  Ms. Sossler continues to facilitate instruction with sixth graders, leading some interactive discussions that will help students make informed decisions.  Social skills workshops take place on Mondays.  Given the level of engagement, students appear to have lots of questions and are eager to talk about the various topics presented.  Much more than the traditional DARE program, the Too Good For Drugs program guides students through activities that help them grow strategies for succeeding in a multitude of situations.  

     Some activities include considering the consequences, ways to manage one’s emotions, and effective communication.  Students examine the positive effects of assertive communication, as opposed to passive or aggressive.  They also have practiced identifying and utilizing appropriate peer pressure refusal strategies.  There are nine strategies on which Ms. Sossler has had students focus.  Help your child practice reciting these strategies in an effort to make these natural responses when faced with an uncomfortable choice.  This program has been positively received by students, and we are confident that informed decisions are the best decisions!
Spirit Week & A Greater Sense of Self: Next week, students will be celebrating Spirit Week.  Bennett Student Council has chosen some interesting themes for upcoming week.
Mix-It Up Monday – students are invited to wear their craziest, mixed-up outfits!

Traditional Tuesday – showing each individual’s cultural pride is an important way to express one’s individuality and build a community that accepts and embraces each member’s unique sense of self.

Inspiration Wednesday – for some, it means dressing like the person you hope to become; for others, it means dressing like someone who inspires you;  still others intend to dress in a way that shows the world what inspires them. 

Throw Back Thursday – dressing as if you have stepped back in time.  For our students, that could be five years ago or the ancient 1990s….for the adults in the building, our “throw back” could be the image we intended to throw away!!  It is an interesting theme, and we expect some interesting outfits!

School SPIRIT Friday – on the last day of the week, we will also be involved in special activities, celebrating our Greater Sense of Self.  This is the first event of its kind – offering students opportunities to engage in activities in which they have never tried before!  Each student can participate in four different, on-site workshops.  Students are encouraged to wear their Be Kind Pink Shirt Day t-shirts – reflecting Bennett’s commitment to kindness.
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