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Welcome to the first issue of the 2018-2019 sixth grade newsletter.  We hope you all had a restful summer and are looking forward to your last year as an elementary student!  Our first day of school will be here before you know it.
In this issue of our newsletter, we are going to introduce the 6th grade staff, as well as provide a list of materials that you will need in 6th grade.  You will also notice a regular newsletter feature – “Mark Your Calendar” includes reminders of upcoming school-wide events, as well as events and activities that are exclusively sixth grade – students’ academic achievements, long-term project information, and information about upcoming units of study, as well as procedures and expectations!  Our goal for the newsletters is to maintain open and positive communication between school and home, which is very important to all of us.  NOTE:  Speaking of communication, Bennett has a new building website!  You can contact the main office via the following email address:  bennettoffice@onteora.k12.ny.us. 
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Also included, in this first newsletter, is a master schedule of your academic day, for your core subjects only.  Each homeroom teacher’s entire schedule is posted on his/her webpage, as our specials schedules are slightly different.    
While you’re there – please notice that newsletters are accessible online.  In an effort to go green and maintain consistency with the other grades, all but “special editions” of our newsletters will be online only.  If you require a hard copy of the newsletter, please notify your child’s homeroom teacher.  As you will see, newsletters that have been published throughout the year remain on our webpages for you to access, reviewing academic information as needed.  
Introducing The 6th Grade Team (alphabetically):
Mrs. Barringer – Special Educator/HR 39
Mr. DeSantis – Teachers Assistant/Room 39
Ms. Bruck – Writing/HR 2

Mrs. Countryman – AIS Reading/Room 47
Mrs. Formont – Teachers Assistant/Room 5

Mr. Downs – Social Studies & Math Lab/Room 7

Mrs. Formont – Computer Lab & Student Council Advisor/Rooms 9 & 11

Mr. Haaland – AIS Math/Room 43
Mrs. Kuhne – Consultant Teacher/HR 5

Mr. LaMonda – Math/HR 5

Ms. Mayone-Allison – Reading/HR 3

Mrs. Panico – ENL Teacher/Room 16
Mr. White – Science & Math Lab/HR 4

NOTE:  Students will be moving for each of their core subjects, right after “Morning Routine” time.  Instruction for the core subject (that is taught by their homeroom teacher) will be taught right after lunch.  Word Study is introduced in Writing class; additional activities will be facilitated in homeroom.
Mark Your Calendars:
	DATE
	EVENT

	Wednesday, 09/05
	The FIRST DAY of school

	Monday, 09/10
	NO SCHOOL – Rosh Hashanah

	Thursday, 09/13
	Bennett Open House

	Wednesday, 09/19
	NO SCHOOL – Yom Kippur

	Friday, 09/28
	NO SCHOOL – Superintendent’s Conference Day

	Tuesday, 10/02
	Bennett Picture Day

	Monday, 10/08
	NO SCHOOL – Columbus Day


2018-2019 Supply List:  The following list of items are required; however, we supply students with most of the necessary materials for school.  Other than backpacks, pencil boxes and flash drives, all of the items listed below are available through the district.  If you choose to purchase your own, students will need:

· backpack

· pencil box/bag

· five composition notebooks

· two – 1 ½” binders

· colored pencils

· flash drive

· lined paper (with 3 holes for filling binders)

· thin magic markers

· a box of tissues (large enough to share)
Take Home Folders:  Students will be receiving 
Bennett Folders (from the Bennett PTA) – at the beginning of the school year, these folders are filled with PTA information.  Additionally, the office will distribute colored folders containing necessary paper work, many of which require your attention and signature, and need to be returned to school.  Throughout the year, students are encouraged to use the PTA issued folders for on-going home-school communication, as well as their homework assignments and returned/graded work.  Please review the contents every night.
A First Assignment:  Students will receive library cards when school opens – these are not for the school library, but for classroom libraries.  Students are required to have a chapter book with them (for Readers Workshop) on Friday, September 7th.  In Reading class, Ms. Mayone-Allison, Mrs. Countryman, and Mrs. Kuhne will explain how to use our book lending system.
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	8:45 – 9:15

Homeroom/Read Aloud
	8:45 – 9:15

Homeroom/Word Study
	8:45 – 9:15

Homeroom/Read Aloud
	8:45 – 9:15

Homeroom/Read Aloud
	8:45 – 9:15

Homeroom/Word Study

	9:15 – 9:55 

Subject #1 
	9:15 – 9:55 

Subject #1 
	9:15 – 9:55 

Subject #1 
	9:15 – 9:55 

Subject #1 
	9:15 – 9:55 

Subject #1 

	10:00 – 10:40 

 Subject #2
	10:00 – 10:40 

 Subject #2
	10:00 – 10:40 

 Subject #2
	10:00 – 10:40 

 Subject #2
	10:00 – 10:40 

 Subject #2

	10:45 – 11:25  

Subject #3
	10:45 – 11:25  

Subject #3
	10:45 – 11:25  

Subject #3
	10:45 – 11:25  

Subject #3
	10:45 – 11:25  

Subject #3

	11:30 – 12:10  

Subject #4
	11:30 – 12:10  

Subject #4
	11:30 – 12:10  

Subject #4
	11:30 – 12:10  

Subject #4
	11:30 – 12:10  

Subject #4

	12:12 – 12:32  Recess/Study Hall
	12:12 – 12:32  Recess/Study Hall
	12:12 – 12:32  Recess/Study Hall
	12:12 – 12:32  Recess/Study Hall
	12:12 – 12:32  Recess/Study Hall

	12:32 – 1:12 LUNCH
	12:32 – 1:12  LUNCH
	12:32 – 1:12  LUNCH
	12:32 – 1:12  LUNCH
	12:32 – 1:12 LUNCH

	1:15 – 1:55  

Subject # 5 (taught by your homeroom teacher)
	1:15 – 1:55  

Subject # 5 (taught by your homeroom teacher)
	1:15 – 1:55

   Subject # 5 (taught by your homeroom teacher)
	1:15 – 1:55 

Subject # 5 (taught by your homeroom teacher)
	1:15 – 1:55

Subject # 5 (taught by your homeroom teacher)


Tools:  In addition to folders, students will be given Assignment Planners.  These are one of the many tools that students should be using regularly – organization is key to realizing academic success!  Every homeroom has an up-to-date assignment board on which assignments are listed for the week.  Students are responsible for keeping track of nightly, weekly, and long-term assignments.  Tests dates are also listed on the assignment boards with adequate notice.  Please review your child’s planner nightly as well.
2018-2019 Student Council:  The end of year election amongst fifth graders was incredible.  Students’ serious approach and inspiring speeches led to election results that were quite close.  This year’s officers consist of four capable and enthusiastic students – President Coco, Vice President Vincent, Secretary Riley, and Treasurer Corbin.  Council Advisor, Mrs. Formont, supports the student government’s efforts throughout the school year.  She is very excited to be working with this new group of students.  They are involved in promoting building-wide activities and school spirit!  
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